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PLANET

Subject Checklist: Science e Literacy e Geography e Citizenship
Explore Themes of: Celebrating the Planet e Biodiversity ® Plants and Animals
Ocean Life ® Habitats and Ecosystems e Threats to the Planet ® Protecting the Planet
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Did you know that rain sometimes

falls red? Or that the equivalent of
one truckload of plastic is dumped
in our oceans every minute?
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Do fish wear pyjomas? What’s
the sound of an iceberg melting?
Which is faster - a tsunami or a
bullet train?
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How could plastic-eating bacteria
help reduce waste? How do woolly
sweaters help penguins in peril?

Can a river be given human rights?

Each of these visually stunning books is filled with 100 mind-blowing facts, bright,
infographic illustrations, and information on ways we can help look after our amazing planet.

For links to carefully chosen websites to discover more about our amazing planet,
learn how to build a hotel for bees, watch deep-sea creatures glowing in the dark
and much more, go to usborne.com/LoveOurPlanetQuicklinks

At Usborne Quicklinks, you’ll find links to websites with videos, quizzes and
activities specially selected to support the information in Usborne books.

Usborne Quicklinks
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Contents

Theme 1 - What a Wonderful World

Activity: Create a collage to celebrate the diversity of life on Earth.

Objectives: Define the terms ‘megadiversity’, ‘biodiversity’, ‘ecosystem’ and ‘biosphere’;
identify megadiverse countries on Earth; understand why it is important to celebrate life on
our planet.

Theme 2 - A Trip Around the World

Activity: Become a mapmaker and create a world map!

Objective: Identify the world’s continents and oceans and describe the differences between
them; discuss the problems faced by mapmakers.

Theme 3 - The Ocean Observer

Activity: Complete an underwater gallery of sea creatures complete with fascinating facts.

Objective: Research facts for six new underwater creatures; create a job application for
The Ocean Observer newspaper.

Theme 4 - Saving the Planet

Activity: Design a jigsaw of threats to the planet.

Objective: Understand and explain the threats to the planet; identify everyday actions and
solutfions to help save the planet; create a list of ten classroom pledges.
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Theme 1: What a Wonderful World

Look at the extract on the following page, and then consider the
following discussion questions.

Discussion Questions:
How many countries are there in the world?
In how many of these countries is most of the planet’s life found?

How many species live in Brazil, for example? Which of these species are you interested
in or want to learn more about?

Take a closer look at the map on page 8. What percentage of land on Earth is made
up of the 17 ‘megadiverse’ countries? What percentage of the Earth’s biodiversity do
these countries hold?

Can you define the words ‘megadiverse’ and ‘biodiversity’?
What are the criteria for a country being defined as ‘megadiverse’?
Why is it important to protect natural habitats in these megadiverse countries?

Have you been to any of the countries on the megadiverse list? Where would you most
like to go? Why?

Activity 1: Celebrating life on Earth

Create a collage of pictures and ideas to celebrate the diversity of life on Earth. You

might want to split your collage into different sections: e.g. Mountains, Desert, Rainforest,

Polar Regions, Rivers, Oceans. You might also want to include images of trees, plants and
animals. Can you think of any more ways to organise your collage? Use clippings and text
from newspapers and magazines, or draw your own images and use colours and crafting
materials to show the different things you love about our natural world.

Extra challenge: Read page 23 of 100 Things to Know About Saving the Planet. What
is an ecosystem? What is a biosphere? Can you think of any examples of biospheres that
have been turned into protected nature reserves in the UK? Imagine you worked for an
international organization like the United Nations. Write a plan or draw a diagram like the
one on page 23 to present some ideas for a nature reserve of your own.
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Theme 2: A Trip Around the World

Look at the extract on the following page, and then consider the
following discussion questions.

Discussion Questions:

What was different about the continent of Antarctica 100 million years ago
compared to today?

How do scientists know what life was like on Antarctica 100 million years ago?
What are they still interested to find out?

What is photosynthesis? Why is this process difficult in a place like Antarctica?
When did Antarctica freeze? Why did this happen?
What are tectonic plates? Why were they important in the formation of Antarctica?

Why do scientists think the planet cooled by 8°C and entered an ice age? Try to
explain the process.

What if life like on Antarctica today? What is the climate? What wildlife lives there?
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Activity 1: Mapping the World

The world is a very big place, jom-packed with amazing natural wonders, wildlife, and
habitats. Get to know the Earth and everything in it a little better. Match the continent cards

to the right area of the map on the next page. Stick them down when you are happy they are
in the right position.

What else can you add to your map? Swimming the world’s oceans.. ..

Five oceans connect the continents. These oceans are brimming with their own incredible
animals and plants. You can read all about them in 100 Things to Know About the Oceans.

Using the same world map from the previous exercise, see if you can label the oceans
listed below.

When you have labelled the oceans, annotate your map with animals or plants that you may
find in that ocean or sea. You might want to become a mapmaker and create your very own
world map — you can add illustrations too if you like!

Extra challenge: Read pages 4—5 of 100 Things to Know About Planet Earth. What
tricky problems do mapmakers face when they try to show the Earth, which is ball-shaped,
as a flat map on paper? Carry out some research into the different ways of stretching and
squashing maps to make them flat, know as ‘projections’. What is the difference between
the ‘Mercator projection’ and the ‘Gall-Peters projection’? See if you can explain these
differences to a friend or a family member.
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Theme 3: The Ocean Observer

Look at the extract on the following page, and then consider the
following discussion questions.

Discussion Questions:

Which creature has the biggest eye in the animal kingdom? What object is it
compared to?

How old is the oldest living animal? Where does it live?
How much louder is a sperm whale than a human?

What would humans be able to do if they could ‘throw a punch at just a tenth of
the mantis shrimp’s speed’?

What is interesting or surprising about the Mariana snailfish?
What is strange about the appearance of Sloane’s viperfish?
Which is your favourite fact? Why? Which fact shocks you the most?

What do you think about the variety of life on Earth and in the oceans, just from
looking at these pages?

Activity 3: Create your own gallery of underwater creatures!

Use pages 16-17 of 100 Things to Know About the Oceans to create your own gallery of
weird and wonderful underwater creatures. You can choose any six creatures you like. You
might want to sfick to the six creatures listed on these pages, research six new creatures,
or create a mix! Remember to include some fascinating facts about the creatures that you
choose, whether it’s the size of their teeth, their length, weight — or something else enfirely.
You might want to start with the ‘gloomy octopus’ (see pages 84—85) or the ‘parrotfish’
(see page 61)!

Extra challenge: Take a look at The Ocean Observer newspaper on page 60 of 100 Things
to Know About the Oceans. Respond to one of the adverts in the jobs pages of newspaper.
Consider each job listed: Nursery Space, Cleaner, Coastguard or Security Guard. Who

or what would be best at each of these jobs? Why? Write a letter applying for the role as
your chosen applicant. Remember, you don’t have to be a human! Use the example of the
Mangrove Tree to help you structure your response. Begin with the words:

Dear Ocean Observer-...
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Weird and wonderful underwater creatures

Fascinating Facts: Fascinating Facts:

Fascinating Facts: Fascinating Facts:

Fascinating Facts: Fascinating Facts:
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Theme 4: Saving the Planet

Look at the extract on the following page, and then consider the
following discussion questions.

Discussion Questions:

. Before reading these pages, discuss with a partner: why do you think the planet
needs saving?

. What are greenhouse gases? What causes these gases to be released into
the atmosphere?

. What is the effect of more greenhouse gases in the atmosphere?
J What do we mean by the phrase ‘climate crisis’?
. Can you define the word ‘ecosystem’? What is important to remember

about ecosystems?

. What connections can you make between polar regions like Antarctica, coral reefs
and life on land?

. Can you find two more ways that humans are ‘making things worse’?

Activity 4: A jigsaw environment issues

Create a circular jigsaw in the shape of our planet, like the example below. On each jigsaw
piece, write down one of the threats to the planet. You can use pages 4—5 to help you or
carry out some research of your own. On the back of each jigsaw piece, write down one
way that we can overcome the threat by offering a solution to the problem. When you have
finished designing and decorating your jigsaw, cut out your pieces and ask a friend or
classmate to put it together again. What did you learn during this activity? Has anyone else
included threats or solutions that you didn’t think of? Record all of your ideas!

Extra challenge: Read pages 122—123 of 100
Things to Know About Saving the Planet.
Rank the list of 10 everyday actions’ in order
from 1—10 based on which actions are the
easiest o implement (where 1is the easiest and
10 is the hardest). Give reasons for your choices.
Then, for the actions that you have identified as
being harder to implement, consider how you
can make them easier. For example, you could
ask a friend or a family member to help
you. Or you could start a campaign

in your school. Turn your 10 everyday
actions into 10 classroom pledges.
Begin each pledge with the words:

We will help save the planet by ...
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