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Usborne Quicklinks
Our library of over 40,000 links to the 

best websites for children

For links to websites with more activities, and videos and quizzes about 
the problems facing our planet and what you can do to help, go to 
usborne.com/Quicklinks and type in the keywords “Planet Earth”.

Here are some of the things you can do at the recommended websites:

• Find tips on how to stop using plastic.
• Try a quiz about climate change.
• Play an online recycling game.

Please follow the internet safety guidelines at Usborne Quicklinks. 
Children should be supervised online.

Scan here for the 
Usborne Quicklinks page

Usborne Publishing is not responsible and does not accept liability for the availability or content of any website other 
than its own, or for any exposure to harmful, offensive or inaccurate material which may appear on the Web.
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Cub competition
Earth’s North Pole is almost constantly covered by 
shifting sea ice. Which is the shortest way for the  
baby polar bears to reunite with their mother – 
walking over the ice, or swimming in the sea?

Mother 
bear

Baby polar 
bears

THE SHAKE PLACE



Cycling in the city
Over half of the world’s people live alongside millions  
of others in busy, built-up cities. Can you help Sam  
cycle across town to meet his friends at The Shake  
Place, avoiding any traffic or construction work?

THE SHAKE PLACE

LIBRARY

Sam

Complete mazes from all over the 
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DOWNDOWN
 1. 1.  Glove without separate fingers (6)

 2.2. Large Arctic island-nation between  
  Canada and Iceland (9)

 3.3. Mash into a fluid (9)

 4 4. Absent without leave (1.1.1.1.)

 7. 7. Thin (6)

 9. 9. Upper limbs (4)

ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  Large country north of China,  
  homeland of Genghis Khan (8)

 5.5. Opposite of false (4)

 6.6. Two plus two _ _ _ _ _ _  four (6)

 8 8. Attached with metal spikes (6)

 10. 10. Metal (4)

 11. 11. In a flash (8)



ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  Country between Sweden and  
  Russia, capital Helsinki (7)

 5.5. Robes (5)

 6.6. Also known as (1.1.1.)

 8 8. Lines, ranks (4)

 10. 10. You see with them (4)

 12. 12. Russia’s White _ _ _  is so  
  named because it is frozen  
  over for much of the time (3)

 13. 13. Opposite of inner (5)

 15. 15. Country south of  
  1 across, capital  
  Tallinn (7)

DOWNDOWN
 1.1.  Numbers (7)

 2.2. Fresh (3)

 3.3. Likewise (4)

 4 4. Journal (5)

 7. 7. Central European country, capital Vienna (7)

 9. 9. Humpback and blue are types of what? (5)

 11. 11. Outdoor garment (4)

 14. 14. Large measure of weight (3)
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Test your knowledge on Planet Earth with more 
crosswords from Planet Earth Crosswords
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Thermal throngs
Hot springs are frequently found near volcanoes, 
and bathers seek them out to wallow in their 
warm waters. Help Harriet find a path to  
the empty pool so that she can enjoy a  
relaxing hot soak by herself.

Harriet

FINISH



Kangaroo catch-up
Australia’s deserts, grasslands and forests are full of 
creatures that are unlike those on any of Earth’s 
other continents. Can you guide Cory along a  
clear route between the rocks and bushes  
to catch up with his kangaroo friend? 

Cory

Cory’s friend

Complete mazes from all over the 
world with Planet Earth Mazes
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DOWNDOWN
 1. 1.  Grows, matures (8)

 2.2. Not many (3)

 3.3. Night birds (4)

 4 4. Dome built out of snow or ice (5)

 5. 5. Tall, showy plant with with drooping,  
  purplish-pink bell-shaped flowers (8)

 9. 9. Type of water lily (5)

 11. 11. Scented flower with thorns (4)

 14. 14. "Rub-a-dub-dub, three men in a _ _ _" (3)

ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  Yellow, trumpet-shaped flower (8)

 6.6. A or E, for example (5)

 7.7. Star sign of the Lion (3)

 8 8. Tall, scented flower (4)

 10. 10. Great in length (4)

 12. 12. Move into place, position (3)

 13. 13. Exceed, go one better (5)

 15. 15. Put together, construct (8)



Test your knowledge on Planet Earth with more 
crosswords from Planet Earth Crosswords
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ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  Bluish-purple shade named  
  for a wild pansy (6)

 4.4. Adds sugar (8)

 7.7. Giant plant with a big, round,  
  yellow-petalled head filled  
  with dark seeds (9)

 11. 11. Shared feeling, pity (8)

 13. 13. Make a small hole in (6)

DOWNDOWN
 1.1.  Flower jars (5)

 2.2. The Atlantic, for example (5)

 3.3. Fasten (3)

 5. 5. Cup-shaped garden flower (5)

 6. 6. To "_ _ _  red" is to fly into a rage (3)

 8. 8. "Life is full of _ _ _  and downs" (3)

 9. 9. You _ _ _ _ _  plants to keep them alive (5)

 10. 10. "Flower" and "power" do this (5)

 12. 12. You use it to wash the floor (3)
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High-tide hurry
Bill and Toby have been exploring the cave at the 
end of the beach but now the tide is coming in 
quickly. Pick out a clear path for them to hurry 
back across the sand to reach the coastal trail.

Bill and Toby

SEAGULL
BAY

FINISH



High-tide hurry Deep-sea dive
The darkest depths of Earth’s oceans could comfortably  
contain its highest mountains, and are home to many  
weird and wonderful creatures. Steer Stan in the  
submersible down along a course between them  
to investigate the sunken ship.

Stan

Complete mazes from all over the 
world with Planet Earth Mazes
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ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  The River Amazon winds through the  
  South American rain_ _ _ _ _ _ (6)

 4. 4. Big South American country,  
  capital Buenos Aires (9) 

 6.6. Grasp (4) 

 8 8. Pig fat (4)

 10. 10. Comic-book character who uses  
  special powers to fight crime (9)

 11. 11. Precious green stone (7)

DOWNDOWN
 1.1.  Gives off bursts of light (7)

 2.2. Royal, majestic (5)

 3.3. Final sum (5)

 5 5. Robot, or a type of smartphone (7)

 7. 7. Imagine, fantasize (5)

 9. 9. Stadium (5)
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ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  South American nation, capital Bogotá (8)

 5.5. Cry of insight or discovery (3)

 6.6. Belonging to you (5)

 8 8. Frog-like creature (4)

 9. 9. Which civilization built Machu Picchu? (4)

 12. 12. Long, thin country on South America’s  
  west coast (5)

 14. 14. _ _ _ -Wan Kenobi, Jedi knight (3)

 15. 15. Thrive (8)

DOWNDOWN
 1. 1.  Wild, disorganized (7)

 2.2. Thick-coated pack animal that  
  lives in the Andes Mountains (5)

 3.3. Ancient Central American people (4)

 4 4. Record of a debt (1.1.1.)

 7. 7. Most South American countries  
  speak this language (7)

 10. 10. _ _ _ _ _  Campbell, British model (5)

 11. 11. South American country, capital Lima (4)

 13. 13. Short for "I will" (3)
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Test your knowledge on Planet Earth with more 
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Salty seas
Some seas on Earth contain so much salt that people can sit in  
them and the water will support their weight. Megan’s come  
to this seaside resort for a natural spa experience – guide  
her through the shallows, between the rocks and bathers,  
to join Mary, trying out the mud bath along the way.

Megan

Mary

MUD
BATH



Salty seas Redwood return
The redwood trees of California can  
live for thousands of years, and are  
the tallest trees on the planet. Can you 
lead Chad the chipmunk back to his 
burrow at the base of one 
towering trunk?

Chad

FINISH

Complete mazes from all over the 
world with Planet Earth Mazes
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ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  Robert Falcon _ _ _ _ _  led an expedition  
  to the South Pole in 1910 (5)

 4.4. Young goat (3)

 6.6. "Walking _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _" means the  
  same as "playing with fire" (2,4,3)

 7 7. Uses a needle and thread (4)

 9 9. "Four _ _ _ _  five equals nine" (4)

 12 12. Region around the South Pole (9)

 14 14. Automobile (3)

 15 15. The 12 across has the fastest  
  _ _ _ _ _  on Earth (5)

DOWNDOWN
 1.1.  Surprisingly, it rarely _ _ _ _ _  
  in the 12 across (5)

 2.2. Not at home (3)

 3.3. Journey (4)

 4 4. Swarming shrimp-like creatures (5)

 5.5. Stain, pigment (3)

 8.8. 70% of the world’s fresh _ _ _ _ _  is  
  held in the ice of the 12 across (5)

 10.10. They keep your feet warm (5)

 11.11. Team that runs a ship (4)

 12.12. Alphabet (1.1.1.)

 13.13. Metal (3)
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ACROSSACROSS
 1. 1.  In-depth study (8)

 5. 5.  Trembled with cold or fear (8)

 7. 7.  Opposite of float (4)

 8. 8.  Hair-grooming tool (4)

 11. 11.  Flightless black-and-white  
  birds that live around  
  the South Pole (8)

 12. 12.  Gifts (8)

DOWNDOWN
 1. 1.  Dangers (5)

 2.2. Chemistry and physics are both types of this (7)

 3.3. Mountaineers and polar explorers use  
  ice _ _ _ _  to help them climb (4)

 4 4. Did have (3)

 6. 6. Feeling (7)

 9. 9. Command posts, headquarters (5)

 10. 10. Birds lay them (4)

 11. 11. Young seal (3)

8

12

Test your knowledge on Planet Earth with more 
crosswords from Planet Earth Crosswords
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Top Tips to Help Planet Earth



Taken from Can we really 
help the Polar Bears?

� Copyright Usborne Publishing Ltd 2021



Answers





Answers





Visit Usborne.com 
for more irresistible books for children

Follow us on social media

Usborne Publishing 

usborne_books

Usborne

UsbornePublishing

For brand new activities sent directly to your inbox each week, 
sign up to our Saturday Activities newsletter at 

Usborne.com/activities-for-kids


